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Faces of the District
District Directors

Happy Retirement Darcy Rae Tone! David C. Wilson
For over three decades Darcy has served as the District Secretary and Assistant Chairman
Treasurer for NCSWCD. She has been the key person for so many of the programs, James Bittner
from trees & fish to the education field days. Vice Chairman

Gerald Farnham

T
After many years of dedicated service, Darcy is planning to travel coast to coast and e

catch up on her reading. When not travelling Darcy will be out strolling with her Mary Gumaer

Member
dog, Gracie, and learning Tai Chi! Thank you so much for your many years of amaz-

. . Scott White
ing service! Member

David Godfrey

Legislator

William Collins

Legislator

District Staff

Mark J. Seider, P.E.

District Engineer
mark.seider@ny.nacdnet.net

Katie Pfeifer

District Secretary/Assistant Treasurer

Scott M. Collins

Remedial Action Plan Coordinator
scott.collins@ny.nacdnet.net

David V. Reckahn

Pictured left: Darcy Rae Tone and Kayla Sattelberg

Natural Resource Technician
Pictured right: Darcy Rae Tone in 2001 receiving the EPA Environmental Education Award for her work hosting David.reckahn@ny.nacdnet.net

Environmental Field Days for the district. Kavla Sattelber
Kayla sSattelberg

We’d like to welcome Katie Pfeifer to the team as the new District Secretary. A Natural Resource Technician

graduate of SUNY Buffalo, she is already fitting right in.

USDA NRCS

Also joining NCSWCD is Kayla Sattelberg as the newest Natural Resource Techni- Charles T. Kesterson

cian. Kayla is a graduate of Morrisville State College and also runs an equine therapy

. . . Resource Conservationist
business in her spare time. charles.kesterson@ny.usda.gov

Seider Wins State Award

Congratulations to our District Engineer,

Mark Seider, who was awarded the New
York State Association of Conservation
District’s Commendation Award. This

Inside this issue: | page

Eighteenmile Creek 2
Benthos Update

award recognizes superior professional
achievements.

4-Hour ESC Workshop 2

Please join us in thanking Mark for his 2020 Accomplishments | 3

dedication to the district and his many Summer Field Crew 3

accomplishments.

. . .. . 2021 Tree Program 3
Pictured to the left is Mark receiving his

award from Chairman David C. Wilson.
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Give our Facebook
pages a ‘‘Like”:

Niagara County Soil
and Water
Conservation District

Eighteenmile Creek
Great Lakes Area of
Concern

FYL...

The District has a No-
Till drill available for
your next
conservation seeding
project.

$50 delivery charge
and $15/acre rental fee

We provide drill
delivery and cleaning.
Customer provides
own seed.

Interseeder
Rental

Interseeder rental is still
available for farmers to plant
cover crops between corn
rows. Planting can occur be-
tween v3 and v7 stage, and
won’t impact the corn being

grown.
First use of the interseeder is
free, subsequent uses will
cost $5 per acre.

Eighteenmile Creek Benthos Review

When reviewing Eighteenmile Creeks Beneficial Use Impairments (BUI), benthic
macroinvertebrate communities are used as a monitoring benchmark within the
AOC. Benthic (which means “bottom dwelling’’) macroinvertebrates are small
aquatic animals and aquatic larval stages of insects that typically live in the bottom
of streams or other waterbodies. In perfect habitats and conditions, an area could
support many different families and species of macroinvertebrates. As pollution is
introduced, the diversity of those species and families decreases. This is why benthic
macroinvertebrate community monitoring is used in its own BUI and included in

other removal criteria.

The first part of the Degradation of Benthos BUI removal criteria uses NYSDEC
indices to determine impairment status. This is useful because it takes many meas-
urements of benthic macroinvertebrate communities and combines them into a
score/rank. Each score falls into four different categories; non-impacted, slightly im-
pacted, moderately impacted and severely impacted. When macroinvertebrate
communities were assessed in 2013 and 2017 they ranked from nonimpacted to
moderately impacted. The cause for moderately impacted scores may not be

caused by pollution.

To address habitat or other region wide stressors additional removal criteria also
look at a comparable reference site (in this case Oak Orchard Creek) and test the
toxicity of sediment. A 2017 study through USGS/NYSDEC indicate macroinverte-
brate communities in Eighteenmile Creek were no worse than those found in Oak
Orchard Creek. However, one site at Eighteenmile ranked poorly in all analyses.
Sediments below Burt Dam don’t contain a lot of legacy contaminants (PCBs/heavy
metals), it’s suggested poor testing are caused by regional/seasonal variables such as

eutrophication, sedimentation or poor habitat.

To further investigate the benthos BUI another study will be started in 2021 that
will follow similar sampling described above but include more sampling sites in the

Story Continued on Page 3 under Benthos.

District holds first 4-hour Contractor Workshop

On June 23, 2021 the Niagara County Soil and Water Conservation District hosted
a 4-hour Erosion and Sediment Control Workshop for contractors at the Fair-
grounds in Lockport. Since 2010, these workshops have been required for certain
contractors that will be involved with the implementation of the Stormwater Pollu-
tion Prevention Plan on a construction site that has coverage under a NYSDEC
State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permit for stormwater dis-
charges from construction activity.

The program was presented by Dave Reckahn, Certified Professional in Erosion and
Sediment Control and trainer for the 4-hour training. The workshop has local con-
tractors attend to be certified or renew expiring certifications. The training is good
for 3 years and has to be renewed to stay certified.

The training is available to anyone interested in learning more about erosion and
sediment control practices to reduce runoff from disturbed areas. The District is
planning to offer the program again November |7th.

The Niagara County Soil & Water Conservation District is a local government subdivision under New York

State law. The District was established as a public benefit by the County of Niagara in 1954. Your support of
our programs aid in the District’s conservation efforts to protect natural resources and water quality for our
residents. In these wavering economic times, we thank you for your continued assistance in fulfilling our goals.
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2020 SWCD Annual Report of Accomplishments

2021 Tree Program

Tree Program - 33,086 seedlings / 605 customers
Ag Value Assessments - 102 totaling 5,159 acres
Pond Stocking - 42,740 fingerlings to 33 ponds
Grass Carp - 103 carp to 12 ponds

Pond Site Evaluations -21

Wildlife Houses Sold - 53

Regional Envirothon - | teams / | county
Newsletters - mailed/emailed to 11,252 addresses
Media Articles - 5

Resource Map Requests - 25

Permit Assistance - 2

Technical Assistance - 10

WQJ/Land Use Planning - 6 municipalities
Wildlife Habitat Improvements - |

No-Till Drill Plantings - 4.8 acres at | site
Interseeder acres planted - 285 at 3 farms
Stormwater Management site visits - 42

Invasive Species - Japanese knotweed - treated 426 sites for

55 acres

Ag Best Management Practices:
Drainage/Ditching - 8 sites, 2 tiles 6 ditches
Silage Leachate Systems - 2

Agchemical Handing & Storage System -1
Erosion Assistance—2

Roof Water Mgmt System - |

Waste Storage and Transfer System - 3

Soil Health Projects - 16 cover crop plantings, 1244 acres

AEMs completed: Tier | - 13, Tier 2 - 10, Tier 3a- 10,

Tier 4 - 0, Tier 5a - 9, Tier 5b - 22

CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE

Don't LLose Your Benefits!

Have you, will you or are you thinking about
doing any of the following activities that have not
been evaluated by NRCS on land you farm?

« Land clearing?
« Working new land?
¢ Excavation?
e Stump remoyal?
» Create a new drainagelsystem?
« Constructing a building or; structure?
« Improving|an existing drainage system?
* Modifying an existing.drainage system?
» Maintaining an existing drainage system?
e Land leveling?
« Dredging an, area?
« Filling an area?
 Plant an agricultiral commeodity-en‘land where an
NRCS determination of Highly Erodible ’and (HEL) or
wetland has not been-made?
If you answered yes and want to remain eligible
for USDA program payments, you MUST
file Form AD-1026 with FSA and answer yes
to one or more of the following questions:
o5 9 e 10A ¢ 10B e 10C

FSA 2222 ONRCS

USDAIs an equal opportunity provider and empioyer. Feb 2010
L KRN RN RN RN NRRRRRRRR AR ARARRRRRARRRRRRRARARRNARRNANRAL

Thank you everyone for your continued support of the seedling
program! Even during a pandemic, together we are planting
almost 33,000 seedlings for wildlife habitat and restoration.
Much appreciation goes to Cornell Cooperative Extension for
the use of the Merchant Building. Also much thanks for sup-
plies and boxes to Niagara County Produce, Wrights Corners
Wine and Spirits, Supermarket Liquors (Niagara Falls) and
TOPS Markets in both Newfane and Lockport. Please remem-
ber to support these local businesses!

Benthos continued from Page 2

AOC (below Burt Dam) and archiving sediment samples at
each site. If macroinvertebrate communities or toxicity testing
show Oak Orchard Creek is superior to Eighteenmile Creek,
sediment chemistry may be looked at to determine if legacy
contaminants are the cause. Results of this study will be re-
ported in a future Niagara Nature News.

Summer Field Crew

This summer you may see our Conservation Assistants
Alexandra Sholk, Brandon Metzinger and Michael Seider
(pictured above) working hard to control Japanese knotweed at
over 300 sites throughout the county. This has been an ongoing
program to eradicate Japanese knotweed on public and private
lands. If you see a patch feel free to contact us and we’ll investi-
gate the site.

Non-Discrimination Statement

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,

sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from

any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a plaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer."
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Manufactured Homes for Rent
Country Estates Mobile Village, Inc
2297 Harland Road
Gasport, New York 14067-9439
(716)795-9106

This space is available!

Call Katie for details.
(716) 434-4949 x4

BARLEY STRAW
For Ponds

Becken Farms
Sanborn, NY

Call 716-316-4951

6136 First St.

Edward S. @ubby) Pawdak 1l
Newfane, NY 14108

(716) 778-5499

HyTech Concrele

CONCRETECONSTRUCTION
BULLDOZING - EXCAYATION - DUMP TRUCK SERVICE
STONE SLINGER SERVICE - EROSION CONTROL - WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

ALLEGHANY FARM SERVICES LL<
Alleghanyfs.com

Drew & Chad Klotzbach 6
7342 Alleghany Rd

Basom New York 14013

Drew: 716-560-1979

Chad: 716-560-0470
Office: 585-762-4411

Drainage Contractors

Plow - Trencher

GPS Controlled

GPS Mapping - Tile & Topo
Excavation- Hedgerow Removal
Manure Storage Installers

GPS Site Preparation

drew@alleghanyfs.com
chad@alleghanyfs.com

Al Aquatic Solutions ==

EULL SERVICE WNYR::I‘;eerﬁI:(/)ggmhrllT‘aer:zlg;aTment Company.
» DEC Certified Invasive/Nuisance Plant & Algae Control Solutions
» GPS Lake Mapping, Water Quality Testing Habitat Improvement
» Aerator & Fountain Sales, Service, Design and Installation

» Affordable Seasonal Service and DIY Programs
» Grass Carp, Game Fish and Forage Stocking

On line Store and information: www.smithcreekfishfarm.com

(585)322-7805 Retall Store,
info@smithcreekfishfarm.com pgjiss NY 14024

FREE
ESTIMATES

Owner:Todd Garrison
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